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 DEVELOPMENT AND GLOBAL INEQUALITY
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the term social change comes to mind, there are a number of things that come up. Initially, the chapter, social change: development and global inequality brought up curiosity and questions. The terms development and global inequality can never go hand in hand. There must be social change in inequality for any development to occur. One would assume that, social change is easy and should be drastic. Social change encompasses deep beliefs of people, how they think, their social conditions and how open to ideas they are. More so, for development in a community to occur, there must be social change. However, social conditions could impede social change and in turn the speed which development occurs and rate of reduction of global inequality. Social change happens gradually. It is an uphill task to change beliefs and social conditions of a person and that of a society. For development to happen there must be fairness. Social change is dynamic and happens over a period of time. The scope of social change is huge and depending on the perspective on the view, some changes are unlikely and others impossible to happen. 
According to the chapter, social change has been slow or fast depending on the social conditions. Sociologists describe social change as to how human interactions and relationships change over time to transform their institutions culturally and socially. These social changes usually have profound impact on the society. Global inequality is inequality between people across different countries. Global inequality could be in terms of income, social protection, health, life expectancy, wealth, and even politically. These dimensions of global inequality are at a different level from one people to another.
So many times, one thinks that they understand something until they are asked about it. The chapter impacted me into realizing that there is so much about social change than just the word itself. Social changes happen in societies which are considered social systems. In any social system, one activity that happens receives a reaction and causes a change in something else. Hence, for development to occur there must have been global inequality. Development occurs at the expense of others. This is why the theories of modernisation are the same for the global inequality. Social changes could be caused by internal, external and ecological sources. Some societies are more open to ideas of progress than others and hence more rapid technological changes. Social change has been caused by modernisation. Modernisation is a process where agrarian societies develop into an industrial society.
According to the chapter people can initiate their own change or they can be forced into changing due to events and situations. A member of the community can innovate something technological which can be adopted by the members of the community. An innovation alone cannot produce social change; it is the response to it that effects change. As much as changes could mean progress, changes could also mean disaster. For example, an improvement of weather could mean better farming times, but could also invite disaster such as war such as Viking war upon the Europeans. Changes happen slowly and overtime and as it happens, it is very hard for one to notice.
The major theme brought out in the chapter is modernisation. Also known as the industrial revolution was given rise by the capitalism which was a result of the limited government intervention. There are many theories which attempt to explain modernisation. According to Marx, development of capitalism in the nations led to a revolution of industries. He also argued that communism could never be achieved lest first the society passes through a capitalistic phase. Besides freezing of states power, Weber argues that protestant ethic explained the rise in capitalism and hence modernisation. It explained that people worked to achieve better to actually be saved by God. Modernisation has developed over the years into a development of governments which regulated economies. The government sustained itself through the taxing surpluses off of the people with much. This at one point discouraged working hard as the more products, one produced, the more tax one pays. This changed as laws such as patent rights were put in place where the inventor was allowed to profit from his invention. This tamed the power of the state and more free markets sprang up. Another explanation of modernisation was dependency and world system theory which suggested that interaction with other nations led to modernisation
Capitalism is an issue that has come up in the need to explain modernisation. It is almost impossible to talk about modernisation without considering the term capitalism in social change. The dictionary defines capitalism as economic system based on a private ownership of means of production and a system where people compete to gain profits. Capitalism is happens in where a free market exists. A free market is where a person is free to price their products the way they want. The prices are also determined by also the demand and the supply of the market. In capitalism, everyone is allowed to seek their highest personal gain. In capitalistic society, the most productive person, gains the most. 
Marshall McLuhan (1964) coined a concept, globalisation, where he believed the world would soon be one global village. Globalisation is an issue born out of modernisation and need for human interaction and dependency. Globalisation is attributed to three principles namely, development of communication system, development of transport system and development of uniform culture which comes as a result of the first two factors. These three factors envision a global village. As much as the age of globalisation is here, and transport and communication is developed, social scientists say it is difficult to achieve a global culture
These themes and issues keep affected the world in diverse ways. Businesses across nations and continents have sprout up as a result of globalisation. Due to globalization, one is able to acquire products and raw materials from a country that produces cheaply as a result of economies of scale in a country. A country could be naturally endowed with resources that enable one to produce or to offer a service cheaply. These resources could be human, natural, or even could be the legal policies favourable for a certain products. This enables businesses to flourish. 
Specialisation has resulted as a result of modernisation and globalisation. Currently, some modernised nations specialize in producing a specific product or offering a service which they export to other nations. They in turn get the currency to import the products they need from other places. For example, Japan produces vehicles and cars which they export to the world over. China manufactures a lot of electronics and exports its products to almost to the ends of the world. 
Modernisation has led to the rise of struggle for power among nations. America is the most powerful nation in the world over. Every day this competition increases. Policies made by powerful countries affect other countries. Some policies could improve or destroy the economics of the developing countries.  Policies such as high taxes on the imports into the country could make the products less attractive and hence no one will but as the price of the product has to go up to make profit for the businessman. Modernisation is a major issue and as much as people now live in the modern times, there are many third world countries still desire to develop and achieve total modernisation. Modernisation can never be completely achieved at once as it is a process.
